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SUBJECT: TOUGHER PRC STANCE ON KOREA IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANI- 
ZATIONS 

1. MOFA ASIA DIVISION II (PRC) CHIEF LEE BYONG ROK CALLED 
EMBOFF TO MOFA TO ASK IF USG WOULD TAKE SOUNDINGS WITH PRC 
GOVERNMENT IF AND AS APPROPRIATE TO DETERMINE IF PRC ATTITUDE 
TOWARD ROK PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS (AND 
TOWARD ROK IN GENERAL) IS UNDERGOING CHANGE FOR THE WORSE. 

2. LEE PRODUCED THREE STATEMENTS BY PRC REPS THIS YEAR ON 
KOREAN ATTENDANCE AT ESCAP (NEW DELHI, FEB. 1975). WMO (GENEVA. 
APRIL, 1975) AND FAO (ROME, NOVEMBER 1975) AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN QUOTE: ESCAP: IT IS ALSO UNREASONABLE AND ABNORMAL 
THAT THE SOUTH KOREAN AUTHORITIES ARE REPRESENTED AT THIS 
SESSION WHILE THE DPRK IS NOT. WE EXPRESS OUR REGRET AT 
THE ABOVE STATE OF AFFAIRS. END QUOTE. 

BEGIN QUOTE. WMO: IT IS ALSO UNREASONABLE THAT THE SOUTH 
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KOREAN AUTHORITIES ONLY ARE REPRESENTED AT THIS SESSION 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


WHILE THE DPRK IS NOT. END QUOTE. 

BEGIN QUOTE. FAO: THE DELEGATION OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA HAS TAKEN NOTE OF THE REPORT IUST GIVEN BY THE 
CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE. WE FIND IT NECESSARY TO POINT OUT THAT 
ON THE QUESTION OF SENDING DELEGATION BY THE SOUTH KOREAN 
AUTHORITIES, WE WOULD LIKE TO STATE OUR POSITION AGAIN. WE 
HOLD THAT DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF KOREA IS THE GENUINE 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE INTEREST OF THE KOREAN PEOPLE, AND 
THEREFORE IT IS INAPPROPRIATE FOR THE SOUTH KOREAN AUTHORITIES 
TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS CONFERENCE. 

END QUOTE. 

3. LEE CONFIRMED THAT ROK ROLE CONTINUES TO BE THAT IT DOES 
NOT OPPOSE PARTICIPATION OF NORTH KOREA IN INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS AND CONFERENCES. STANDARD ROKG RESPONSE IS AS 
FOLLOWS: BEGIN QUOTE: ON JUNE 23, 1973, PRESIDENT PARK OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA MADE ITS POSITION ON THE MATTER VERY CLEAR 
THROUGH THE SPECIAL STATEMENT REGARDING FOREIGN POLICY FOR PEACE 
AND UNIFICATION. IN THAT STATEMENT, HE DECLARED THAT ROK WOULD 
NOT OPPOSE THE PARTICIPATION OF NORTH KOREA IN INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES. HE FURTHER PROPOSED 
THAT ROK BE ADMITTED INTO THE UNITED NATIONS TOGETHER WITH 
NORTH KOREA AS AN INTERIM MEASURE PENDING UNIFICATION. THIS 

HAS REMAINED THE BASIC POSITION OF ROK AS STATED REPEATEDLY 
ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS. NORTH KOREA IS KNOWN TO BE RELUCTANT TO 
ACCEPT THE IDEA OF ENTRY INTO THE UNITED NATIONS TOGETHER 
WITH ROK, WHILE IT HAS OBTAINED ADMISSION INTO INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS UNCTAD, WHO, UPU, UNESCO, AALCC, IAEA, 

IOLM, WIPO, OF ALL OF WHICH ROK HAS LONG BEEN A MEMBER. THUS IT 
IS INAPPROPRIATE AND UNREASONABLE FOR ANY COUNTRY TO RAISE THE 
QUESTION OF THE REPRESENTATION OF ROK BECAUSE OF THE NON- 
PARTICIPATION OF NORTH KOREA. IT IS RATHER PROPER TO ASK NORTH 
KOREA TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS CONFERENCE. END QUOTE. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT THE DEPARTMENT, IF AND AS APPROPRIATE, 
TAKE SOUNDINGS WITH THE PRC GOVERNMENT ON BEHALF OF THE ROKG TO 
DETERMINE IF THE PRC STANCE ON ROK PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCES, AND INDEED ON THE ROKG ITSELF, HAS UNDERGONE A 
CHANGE FOR THE WORSE. THAT ADDRESSEES, AS APPROPRIATE SHED WHAT- 
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EVER LIGHT THEY CAN ON THIS MATTER FOR BENEFIT OF ROKG. 

5. COMMENT: FROM EMBASSY SEOUL'S VANTAGE POINT, PRC ATTITUDE 
TOWARD ROK APPEARS TO HAVE GOTTEN CONSIDERABLY STIFFER IN LAST 
FEW MONTHS. PRC TOUGH STATEMENTS AT UN, REPORTS OF PRC PRESSURE 
ON NORTH KOREAN BEHALF IN AFRICA IN CONNECTION WITH UNGA KOREA 
RESOLUTIONS AND RECENT STATEMENT ON ANNIVERSARY OF INTERVENTION 
OF PRC "VOLUNTEERS" IN KOREA ALL POINT THAT WAY. QUESTION IS DOES 
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THIS APPARENT RHETORICAL ESCALATION MEAN ANYTHING? 

SNEIDER 
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